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Col. Mark A. Bucknam is the commander of the 51st Operations Group, Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea.  He commands over 300 personnel in the Air Force’s most forward-based composite operations group, comprised of an F-16 Low Altitude Navigation and Targeting Infrared for Night (LANTIRN) equipped fighter squadron, an A/OA-10 fighter squadron, an operations support squadron and a C-12 airlift flight.  Colonel Bucknam also provides operational planning, airfield services, weather, and intelligence support to the 51st Fighter Wing.  He leads and manages the 51st Fighter Wing flying operations tasked with armed strike control, interdiction, counter-air, close air support and operational airlift missions

Colonel Bucknam entered the Air Force in 1982 after receiving his commission as a distinguished graduate from the ROTC program at Virginia Tech, where he earned a bachelor of science degree in physics and a master’s of science degree in materials science and engineering.  He has commanded at the squadron level and served in staff assignments on the Air Staff and the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  He is a command pilot with nearly 2,400 hours in the A-10, AT-38 and F-16.

EDUCATION

1981 Bachelor of Science degree in physics, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

1982 Master of Science degree in materials science and engineering, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Va.

1995 Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

1996 Master of airpower arts and science, School of Advanced Airpower Studies, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

1999 Doctor of Philosophy in war studies, King’s College, University of London, London

2001 Master of Arts in national security studies, National War College, Fort McNair, Washington, DC

ASSIGNMENTS

1. April 1982 – May 1983, student, Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training, Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas

2. May 1983 – July 1983, student, fighter lead-in training, Holloman Air Force Base, N.M.

3. July 1983 – December 1983, student, A-10 training, Davis-Montham Air Force Base, Ariz.

4. January 1984 – October 1987, A-10 instructor pilot, air show demonstration pilot, and chief functional check flight pilot, 510th Fighter Squadron, Royal Air Force Bentwaters, United Kingdom

5. October 1987 – October 1988, Air Staff Training Officer (ASTRA), Office of Safety and Nuclear Surety, Inspector General, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

6. October 1988 – September 1991, AT-38 instructor pilot, chief squadron programmer, and flight commander, 433d Tactical Fighter Training Squadron; chief of wing training, 479th Tactical Training Wing, Lead-in Fighter Training, Holloman Air Force Base, N.M.

7. September 1991 – September 1992, F-16 pilot, 308th Fighter Squadron; assistant operations officer, 309th Fighter Squadron, Homestead Air Force Base, Fla.

8. September 1992 – July 1994, F-16 mission commander, assistant operations officer 309th Fighter Squadron; current operations flight commander, 20th Operations Support Squadron, Shaw Air Force Base, S.C.

9. August 1994 – August 1996, student Air Command & Staff College; and student, School of Advanced Airpower Studies, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

10. August 1996 – June 1999, Ph.D. candidate, King’s College, University of London, United Kingdom

11. June 1999 – June 2000, F-16 pilot, Commander, 8th Operations Support Squadron, Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea

12. July 2000 – June 2001, student, National War College, Ft. Leslie J. McNair, Washington, D.C.

13. June 2001 – July 2003, chief, organizational policy branch, policy division, Joint Chiefs of Staff (J-5), Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

FLIGHT INFORMATION

Rating:  Command Pilot

Flight hours:  Approx. 2,400

Aircraft flown:  A-10, AT-38 and F-16

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Defense Superior Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal (with two oak leaf clusters)

Joint Service Commendation Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal (with one oak leaf cluster)

Combat Readiness Medal (with two oak leaf clusters)

Air Force Overseas Short Tour Ribbon

Air Force Overseas Long Tour Ribbon (with one oak leaf cluster)

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION

Second Lieutenant
Nov. 7, 1981

First Lieutenant

Nov. 7, 1983

Captain


Nov. 7, 1985

Major


May 1, 1993

Lieutenant Colonel
Jan. 1, 1997

Colonel


June 1, 2002

(Current as of January 2004)
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