COMMISSIONING 101:  SUMMARY OF ENLISTED COMMISSIONING PROGRAMS

	PRIVATE
PROGRAM:
	Airman Education and Commission Program (AECP)
	Scholarships for Outstanding 

Airmen to ROTC (SOAR)
	Airman Scholarship and Commissioning Program (ASCP)
	Professional Officers Course Early Release Program

(POC-ERP)
	Officer Training School (OTS)
	Air Force Academy/ Prep School
	Medical Service Corps (MSC)
	Physician Assistant 

Program   (PA)

	Stay on Active Duty?
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
	No / Keep active duty pay for Prep School 
	Yes
	Yes

	Scholarship Funding
	$15,000 Annual  Cap

(includes summer

school)

             and

member receives active duty pay
	Type 1 (uncapped)

        and

 
Type 2
($15,000 cap)
	Type 2 
($15,000 cap)
	No - scholarship. Airman may be eligible for POC Incentive 
($3,450 annually)
	No - member receives active duty pay
	Full Scholarship/All benefits equal to military rank 

held when admitted
	No – member receives active duty pay
	No – member

receives

active duty pay

	Stipend 

($200-400/ month)
	No - member receives active duty pay 
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Approximately

$558 for cadets
	No
	No

	Textbooks
	Annual Flat Rate
	Annual Flat Rate
	Annual Flat Rate
	No
	N/A
	Full  Scholarship
	N/A
	Provided by AF

	Age
	Must be

commissioned

by age 35
	Must be 

commissioned by 

age 30

	Must be commissioned by age 30 

	Must be commissioned by age 35
	Must be commissioned by age 35
	At least 17 but not to have passed 23rd Birthday by 1 July  of  entry year / At least 17 but not to have passed 22nd birthday by 1 July of entry year
	Must be commissioned

by age 40
	Must be 

commissioned 

by age 35 

(after completion

of Phase II)

	ROTC Participation
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No-students attend 

COT 
	No-students attend 

COT

	GPA

Requirement
	3.0  Nursing

3.0 Liberal Arts

2.75 Technical
	2.5
	Tech/Non  2.50

Prehealth   3.50

or 3 yr        3.65

BSC           3.25

Nursing      3.00
	2.0
	
	2.71 high school
	2.75
	2.5

	Academic Majors
	(see note 1)

Specific courses required as prerequisites for this program.
	Any Academic 

Major
(Technical Preferred)
	Technical Majors Preferred
	Any Major
	Any Major
	30 Majors related to Air Force Career Fields
	(See note 2)

Specific graduate or undergraduate degrees
	Specific courses

required

as prerequisites for 

this program. 

	Length of

Training
	Up to 3 years
	2 to 4 years
	2 to 4 years
	Exactly 2 years
	12 Weeks
	4 Years / 1 year
	4 week COT & 11 week Health Svc Admin Course
	Phase I (54 weeks),  

Phase II (53 weeks) 

plus COT

	Application Deadlines
	15 Jan 03 to AFIT
	15 Oct each year

to MAJCOM 

1 Sept to Education office
	15 Mar and 

15 Oct each year to HQ ROTC
	Anytime (see a counselor 

for  details)
	Board dates are released on a continuing basis
	31 Jan.  

15 Mar USAFA

15 Apr Prep
	Dec & Aug

Can apply only twice in a lifetime
	Jan 




Note 1:  Electrical Engineering, Computer Engineering, Aeronautical Engineering, Aerospace Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Environmental Engineering, Industrial Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Nuclear Engineering, and Other ABET-accredited Engineering degrees (see www.abet.org), Physics, Computer Science, Mathematics, Meteorology, Foreign Areas of Studies, Foreign Languages, Nursing. 
Note 2: Graduate degrees: Health Care Administration, Hospital Administration, Public Administration, Business Administration, Business Management, Information Systems Management, or equivalent.  Undergraduate degrees: Accounting, Business Administration, Computer Science, Information Systems, Economics, Finance, Health Care Administration, Marketing, Business Management, Public Administration, Clinical or Health Systems Engineering, or other related business field.  To obtain an application, you first fill out an questionnaire at www.afpc.randolph.af.mil 

Air Force active duty enlisted personnel may apply for a commission through the programs managed by AFROTC, OTS, the Academy or MSC. The base education office is the first point of contact for detailed information as they can best provide the one-on-one counseling and individual requirements.  Airmen who desire more information about the enlisted commissioning programs can also view the web pages listed below, however, all applications must be processed through the individual’s base education office.  Please call 784-4220 if you have any questions.
WEB SITES:

AECP:   http://www.afit.af.mil & http://web1.maxwell.af.mil/afoats/enlisted
AF Academy and Prep School:  http://www.usafa.af.mil      
         
MSC:  http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil  -  Medical Officer Info – Medical Svc Corps (MSC)

OTS:   http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil -  Line Officer Accessions http://ots.afoats.af.mil  

PA:  http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil - Medical Officer Info - Biomedical Sciences Corps (BSC)

ROTC:  
http://web1.maxwell.af.mil/afoats/enlisted 
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