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Residents, leadership work  
together to give dorm “home” feeling 

Story and photos by Staff Sgt. Candy Knight 
51st Fighter Wing Public Affairs 

 

“Leave it better than you found it.”  
For many, this is just another old Air Force motto, but to the 51st Security Forces Squadron De-

fenders, this is no mere motto. It is a challenge. 
A challenge the residents of Dorm 1436 accepted Aug. 23 when approximately 20 dorm resi-

dents volunteered their off-duty time to paint, sweep and clean up their home. This project was part 
of the dorm residents’ initiative to instill a sense of pride and ownership into their home, as well as 
leave the dorm better for the next group of residents. 

“Barely a month ago, with nothing more than a shoestring budget of $1,000, residents begun a 
long process to give their ‘home away from home’ a 
much-needed renovation and facelift,” said Senior 
Master Sgt. Bobby Bankston, 51st SFS first sergeant. 
“It was apparent the dorm had been neglected by pre-
vious residents over the past 15 years since the dorm 
was built.”   
   Taking to heart Col. Jon Norman’s, 51st Fighter 
Wing commander, philosophy of “leaving it better than 
you found it,” these defenders came together, rolled up 
their sleeves and got down and dirty, painting walls 
and stairwells, and removing and replacing broken 
furniture.  
   “In addition, they removed old, dirty, stained carpet 

from the main entry way and first-floor day room and 
laid down tile,” Sergeant Bankston said. 

For Airman 1st Class Corey Lockhart, 51st SFS, spending part of his Saturday painting his dor-
mitory is small sacrifice, especially given the condition the dorm was in when he arrived. 

“Based on the condition the dorm was in when 
I arrived, it wasn’t hard to figure out that many of 
the previous residents had the ‘one-year, who ca-
res’ mindset,” he said. “Even though the majority 
of us are only here for one year, there is a huge 
chance that you might come back, so why not 
make it better for the next crew. Hopefully they’ll 
make it better for the next time I’m stationed 
here.” 

When base leadership heard about their Air-
men’s efforts, they decided to pitch in and help. 
Col. Roland Van Deventer, 51st Mission Support 
Group commander, allocated $7,000 for use toward quality of life improvements for the dorm. The 

residents received an additional $10,000 from 7th Air 
Forces commander, Lt. Gen. Stephen Wood, after he 
heard about their efforts. 
   Additionally, to the residents’ surprise and grateful-
ness, they were assisted by their supervisors, first ser-
geants, squadron leadership and senior wing leader-
ship, who also gave up their Saturday to help their Air-
men clean up. 
   “It gives the Airmen a great feeling and a morale 
boost to see our leadership out here pitching in and 

helping us out,” said Senior Airman O.J. Ornelas, 51st 
SFS. “We are just as proud of them for stepping up, just 
as much as they are of us.”  

Staff Sgt. Thor Robinson-Clark added the NCOs who volunteered did so because they were im-
pressed by the Airmen’s dedication and drive. 

“One thing all SFS defenders are expected to do is to take care of each other and help one an-
other anyway we can,” he said. “To me, if my Airmen are taking it upon themselves to improve the 
place where they live, the least I can do is give up a few hours, pick up a paintbrush and help them.”   

Lt. Col. Jonpaul Mickle, 51st SFS commander stated how impressed he was after seeing what 
the Airmen did in such a short time, and without very much money. 

“In less than three weeks, these Airmen and NCOs have transformed Dorm 1436 from a prison 
into a home,” he said. “They have exceeded my expectations for both leaving it better than they 
found it and taking care of each other.” 

The residents of Dorm 1436 hope their neighbors and fellow dorm mates will take it upon them-
selves to improve their respective dormitories. 

“This is our home for the next year,” Airman Ornelas said. “From the way this dorm look before, 
you could tell there was no sense of pride; no feelings that this is ‘home’. Now, the feeling is we 
have a place to call home and that’s makes us proud. Hopefully, the Airmen here will pass this feel-
ing along so that we can eliminate the ‘one-year, who cares’ mindset and truly leave Osan better 
than we found it.” 

Airman 1st Class Corey Lockhart paints the trim of his dorm room Aug. 23. Dorm resi-
dents, supervisors, first sergeants, squadron and wing leadership spent the day cleaning 
up and repainting the dormitory. The project is part of a long renovation process initi-
ated by Dorm 1436 residents to instill a sense of ownership in their home. Airman Lock-
hart is assigned to the 51st Security Forces Squadron.  

1st Lt. Dave Embrey, 51st Security Forces 
Squadron, paints a wall in Dorm 1436.  

Dorm 1436’s recreation room before renovation  

Courtesy photo 

Dorm 1436’s recreation room  
after renovation  

By Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Bruce Glover 
51st Fighter Wing chaplain 

 
I’ve been at Osan for 61 days. I only have 303 days, 9 hours, 44 

minutes and 30 seconds to go.  
I’m crossing off every day on my calendar and celebrating that it’s 

one day closer to going home! 
You know anybody who sounds like that?   
Perhaps you even catch yourself thinking this way sometimes. 

Though most of us can readily answer the question, “How long have 
you been here,” I’m convinced gloomily counting the days is abso-
lutely the wrong way to approach Osan.   

If you are going to count, try counting something other than the 
number of days you have left.   

Try counting the number of miles you’ve walked, ran or cycled 
around the flightline.   

Try counting the new foods you’ve eaten, yet can’t pronounce. Bet-
ter yet, try counting the number of volunteer hours you’ve logged help-
ing the Boy Scouts, schools, the chapel, the AFRC, or somewhere else.   

Try counting the new friends you’ve made. Or my personal favor-
ite, when I don’t want to count very high, counting the number of Ko-
rean words you know. 

The simple point is to count the number of ways in which you have 
made Osan a better place and the ways in which you have become a 
better person.    

Each day can be something to suffer through and cross out, saying, 
“Whew! Thank God that’s over!” Or each day you can count how you 
made a positive difference in yourself and other people.   

If you count these things, my hunch is that you’ll count far higher 
than 365.   

Count what matters,  
not your days left  



Story and photo by  
Tech. Sgt. Matthew McGovern 
Air Force News Agency 
 

SAN ANTONIO -- People usually 
get to hear their deployed loved one's 
voice on the telephone, but don't always 
see them until they return.  

For the 25th year, the Army and Air 
Force Hometown News Service holiday 
greeting team from San Antonio will 
leave in late August for a mission al-
lowing nearly 15,000 families to see 
their deployed loved ones.  

The broadcasters will visit more than 
75 military installations in 20 coun-
tries.  

“I've been trying to get on a trip like 
this for five years,” said Dona Fair, a 
Hometown News writer and editor and 
former military member. “When I was 
deployed in the Air Force, I never had a 
chance to broadcast a message home. 
Now, I have the opportunity to give 
other families the messages of their 
loved ones.”  

Three teams of broadcasters will be 
leaving in late August from San Anto-
nio to capture as much footage as possi-
ble in Europe, the Pacific and eight for-
ward-deployed locations.  

“If you haven't seen your loved one 
in a while and know that they may be in 
harm's way, it can be an emotional 
time,” Mrs. Fair said. “When they see 
them in the broadcast, they know that 
they are safe.”  

The 15- to 30-second broadcasts will 
be edited and then sent to more than 
1,200 television and 2,200 radio sta-
tions at the troops' hometowns, in all 50 
states and U.S. territories, to be aired 
over the holiday season.  

“This is the #1 recognized Depart-
ment of Defense public affairs asset,” 
said Kris Grogan, HTNR chief of 
broadcast division. "This is rewarding 
for the teams and beneficial for de-
ployed member's families and I'm hon-
ored to be a part of the 25th holiday 
greet.” 

The nine-man team -- made up of 
Soldiers, Airmen and civilians -- seem 
to share views on how important this is 
for the families of the deployed.  

“It's long and exhausting, but it's 
worth it,” said Army Sgt. Kim Wil-
liams, a broadcaster on the holiday 
greeting team. “When we get back, the 
phone is ringing off the hook with fami-
lies thanking us for making it possible 
for them to see their loved ones healthy 
and doing OK. In a sense, we're bring-
ing them home to their families for the 
holidays.” 

Senior Airmen Grant Hagman and Tech. Sgt. 
Dwight Hawkins prepare video gear for the 
Hometown News Holiday Greets trip. The team 
of nine departed  San Antonio late August. The 
broadcasters will visit more than 75 military 
installations in 20 countries.  
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Submissions and contact information: The MiG Alley Flyer staff reserves the right to edit all material submitted for publication. To submit bulletins, commentaries, news, sports or feature articles, e-mail MigAlleyFlyer@osan.af.mil. 
Deadline is 1 p.m., the Monday prior to the desired publication date. For weekend activities, notify the PA staff at least one week prior to the event. Submission does not guarantee publication. Correspondence may be sent to 51st FW/
PA, UNIT 2067, APO AP 96278-2067. For editorial, call public affairs at 784-4044; fax at 784-8434. This Air Force newsletter is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas. Content of the MiG Alley 
Flyer is not necessarily the official view of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force. The editorial content is edited, prepared and provided by the public affairs office of the 
51st Fighter Wing, Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea. All photographs are Air Force photographs unless otherwise indicated. 

Editorial staff: Col. Jon A. Norman, 51st Fighter Wing commander; 1st Lt. Malinda Singleton, Public Affairs chief; Senior Master Sgt. Joan Young, Public Af-
fairs superintendent; Master. Sgt. Matt Summers, Base Public Affairs manager; Staff Sgt. Candy Knight, NCOIC, internal information/editor 

Town hall meeting 
Col. Jon Norman, 51st Fighter Wing 
commander, is hosting a Town Hall Sept. 
9 at 6 p.m.  
The event is open to all command-
sponsored and non-command-sponsored 
families, civilians, and interested Osan 
residents. Projects and programs relevant 
to the community such as school im-
provements and family housing will be 
addressed.  
 
Lost & found  
Silver trimmed prescription eyeglasses 
with black ear pieces were found Aug. 24 
around 9 p.m., on the curb between the 
AAFES movie theater and base exchange 
parking lot. 
For more information, contact Senior 
Airman Nathaniel Woolfolk at 010-8681-
8960 or 784-6650. 
 
Softball tourney 
The Osan Hispanic Heritage Month com-
mittee is hosting a softball tournament 
Sept. 6 at 8 a.m., at the base softball 
fields. The double-elimination tourna-
ment is limited to 12 teams.  
The entrance fee is $100 per team and is 
due no later than Sept. 5. For more infor-

mation, email  Chad James at 
chad.james@osan.af.mil.  
All proceeds will go to the Osan Hispanic 
Heritage Month Fiesta. 
 
Coaches wanted 
Coaches for the Women's Varsity Basket-
ball team are needed. Contact Master Sgt. 
Doug Price at 784-5242 for more infor-
mation. 
 
Holiday observance 
Sept. 1 is Labor Day, a legal holiday for 
U.S. civilian employees. The liberal leave 
policy is in effect for Korean National 
non-essential civilian employees.  Organi-
zations with Korean civilian employees 
requiring supervision must ensure ade-
quate supervision is available.   
If an office is going to be closed, KN ci-
vilian employees can be required to take 
annual leave but management must pro-
vide them with a 24-hour advance notice.   
For more information, contact Mr. Kim, 
Song Won or Ms. Kim, Son I at 784-
4434/8177.  
 
Base shuttle  
To download a shuttle schedule, visit 
www.osan.af.mil/library.  
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Osan members can tape a 
free Hometown Holiday 

Greeting Aug.30 or  
Sept. 2 near the rear  

entrance to the Turumi 
Lodge (rain or shine). Mili-

tary members must be in 
uniform and families are 
highly encouraged to take 
part. Greetings can be sent 
by military members and 

civilian employees who will 
remain at Osan over the 

Thanksgiving through New 
Year's Day holidays. Greet-
ings must be sent to rela-
tives. Fiancées will not  

be accepted as  
next-of-kin relatives.  

Check with your unit first 
sergeant or commander to 

see what time slot your 
group or organization is 

scheduled to  
record greetings.  

Walk-ins will also be  
accepted on a  

space-available basis.  
For more information, call 
Public Affairs at 784-4044. 

From the 51st Fighter Wing Legal Office 
 

The following Airmen received Arti-
cle 15s during the week of Aug. 18 to 
22. 
 

-- An airman, (E-2), assigned to the 
5th Reconnaissance Squadron received 
an Article 15 for larceny: stealing a 
SNCO’s cell phone.  

Punishment consisted of reduction to 
the rank of E-1, restriction to base for 45 
days and a reprimand. 

-- A technical sergeant from the 51st 
Logistics Readiness Squadron received 
an Article 15 for failure to go, derelic-
tion of duty and making a false official 
statement by not showing up to outproc-
essing appointments, and intending to 
deceive a senior enlisted member when 
asked about them.  

Punishment consisted of suspended 
reduction to E-5, forfeiture of $1,352 
and a reprimand. 

-- An airman first class assigned to 
the 51st Security Forces Squadron re-
ceived an Article 15 for dereliction of 

duty:  being late to work.  
Punishment consisted of 20 days ex-

tra duty and a reprimand.  
  
Editor’s note: The military justice 

system is a commander’s program de-
signed to support good order and disci-
pline in the unit and to ensure mission 
accomplishment.  

When commanders decide to impose 
nonjudical punishment, they can choose 
from a variety of punishments. 

For enlisted members, that list in-
cludes reduction in rank, forfeiture of 
pay, restriction, extra duties and a repri-
mand. At some Air Force bases, correc-
tional custody is also an option.  

Officer members can receive forfei-
ture of pay, arrest in quarters, restriction, 
and a reprimand. 

While the facts of some offenses ap-
pear similar, commanders consider the 
member’s duty performance, duty poten-
tial, attitude, and disciplinary history, 
such as previous counselings, repri-
mands or nonjudicial punishments. 

Reminder: New GTC cards now arriving  
New Government Travel Charge Cards are now being issued by Citi through the end of September. Members are reminded to ensure their 

mailing address is correct. Cards sent to an incorrect address will be returned to Citi. APCs will not have the option to forward the cards to new 
addresses. If cardholders do not receive a new travel card by Oct. 31, they are instructed to notify their APC.  

New cards will have a new look and a new account number. Cardholders should verify receipt of new cards immediately.  

Cardholders should not to discard their old GTC cards until Nov. 30. 
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By Master Sgt.  
Kenneth Thompson 
5th RS first sergeant 

 
It’s 5:30 p.m., and the sound of 

retreat begins to play. You observe 
people running into their dorm. 
Next, the Korean national anthem 
begins to play. You notice some 
salute while others don’t. Finally, 
the U.S. national anthem plays and 
all, (who didn’t run to their dorms) 
salute or place their hands over their 
hearts.  

Okay, so what’s wrong with this 
scenario? 

First, we shouldn’t run when 
retreat sounds. We should stop, 
stand, face the flag (or music if flag 
is not visible), and remember why 
we serve. Intentionally avoiding 
retreat is a clear breach of self-
discipline and our core values.  

When retreat sounds, we should 
all pay the proper respects, regard-
less if someone is watching or not, 
(Integrity First, remember). We 
should also remind those who run 
why they should stop and face the 
music. 

We, as professionals, should 
show our pride in paying homage to 
flags and anthems of the countries 
we’ve pledged to protect with our 
lives. Some people will say they 
don’t salute a foreign flag or an-
them because it’s “not theirs.” 

Guess what -- AFI 34-1201, Pro-
tocol, paragraph 2.17.3 states, 
“during the playing of national an-
thems of friendly nations, military 
members and civilians should ren-
der the same customs and courtesies 
as those given during the playing of 
the United States national anthem.”  

Furthermore, paragraph 2.21 

states, “when in civilian clothes and 
outdoors, stand at attention and 
place your right hand (with a hat if 
wearing one) over your heart.”  

Although it’s our duty, it is also 
an honor to salute the anthem of a 
nation Americans and her allies 
died to protect. 

As you read this, another duty 
day will conclude at 5:30 p.m. Re-
treat sounds. You stand proudly and 
render the proper customs, courte-
sies and respect. 

If you see people avoiding the 
anthem, don’t be afraid to correct 
them. If you see servicemembers 
who don’t salute during the Korean 
National Anthem or keep their hats 
on in civilian clothes, educate them.  

We have answered the call of 
our great nation and have willingly 
joined the Profession of Arms.  

We are given the rare privilege 
to reflect upon what we represent at 
the end of each duty day, so I will 
continue to stand, salute and thank 
those who serve before me, and 
those who serve with me now, for 
defending freedom across the 
world.  

Who will stand with me? 

RETREAT 

Chusok: Songpyeon  

Chusok is one of Korea’s biggest, and largely celebrated 
holidays. It is a time when families and friends gather to share 
food and enjoy their time together.  

Like Thanksgiving Day in the United States, Chusok is the 
day when families give thanks to ancestors for a bountiful har-
vest.  

One of the foods most symbolic of Chusok is Songpyeon, 
small moon-shaped rice cakes, considered a sweet snack food. 

During Chusok Day, Songpyeon is prepared with non-
glutinous rice powder kneaded into the moon shape, then filled 
with a variety of foods including sesame seeds, beans, red beans, 
chestnuts, and a host of other healthy foods. As the songpyeon 
steams, the bottom of the rice cakes are layered with pine nee-
dles, which gives the rice cakes their delightful fragrance. 

On Chusok Eve, the entire family comes together to make 
songpyeon under the bright moon. An old Korean saying states 
that the person who makes the most beautiful songpyeon will 
meet a good-looking spouse. As such, the single members of the 
family try their best to make the nicest looking songpyeon. 

Editor’s note: This is part two of a 
three-part series on the Chusok holiday. 

Airmen from the 51st Security Forces Squadron 
pay tribute to flag and those who serve during a 
retreat ceremony. 

Photo by Senior Airman Christopher Boitz 
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Army Maj. Albert Labella, 35th Air Defense 
Artillery Brigade deputy commander, gives 
his daughter, Sophia, a goodbye hug as her 

first day as a 5th grader begins.  

Photo by  
Staff Sgt.  

Scottie McCord  

Lt. Col. Hae Oh 
Choe works with Lt. 
Col. Lee Kug Jin, 
ROKAF, to trans-

late documents dur-
ing Exercise Ulche 
Freedom Guardian 
2008. The exercise 
is designed to pro-
vide valuable train-
ing for Republic of 

Korea and U.S. 
forces in defense of 

the ROK.  

Courtesy photo 

Students in Mrs. Albata’s third grade class lis-
tens as she explains the first-day of school as-
signments. Osan American Elementary School 

students began school Monday.  

Photo by Staff Sgt. Candy Knight  
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“ 12 O’clock 
High”  

 
Puzzle created by 

Capt. Tony Wickman 
USAFE Public Affairs 

ACROSS 
1. USAF Total Force component 
4. ___-Magnon 
7. Skips a meal 
12. Reliable person for a task 
14. Bring out 
15. Able to conform 
16. Reporter’s ID 
17. Discourage 
18. Japanese sash 
19. Prior 
23. Joint 
27. Snaking letter 
30. Amphibian 
31. Female pal 
32. Federer’s org. 
33. Ye ____ Shoppe 
34. Diet target 
35. Cycle or angle prefix 
36. Enemy 
37. Mil. overseas address 
39. In ___ We Trust 
41. A Guthrie 
43. Caliph 
44. Possess 
45. Dock 
46. Name for OSI member 
47. US cryptologic org. 
48. Editor mark 
49. Recluse 
50. Fink 
52. Editorial 
57. B-1 
61. ___, _____ and Cyberspace; USAF 
core expertise areas 
64. Wake 
65. Submits 
66. Current SECDEF 
67. Mass. Senator Kennedy 
68. ___ Moines 
 

DOWN 
1. Gen.’s assistant 

2. Pest 
3. Ready 
4. Greek letter 
5. Gun the motor 
6. Mining lode 
7. B-17 
8. Sick 
9. ___-fi; movie genre 
10. Periodic Table Sn 
11. Sault ___ Marie 
12. Craze 
13. B-52 
14. Wane 
18. USAF commissioning source 
20. B-18 
21. Command 
22. Lyrical poem 
24. Engine need 
25. B-23 
26. Arm joints 
27. Dine 
28. Moving company needs 
29. B-2 
37. Prayer closer 
38. Soft wood 
40. Genetic carrier 
42. Confederate general 
43. Self-importance 
46. Actress/model Carol 
51. ____ We There Yet? 
53. Raced 
54. Rational 
55. Performs 
56. Affirmative 
57. Fall behind 
58. Notre Dame legend Parseghian 
59. To be or ___ to be ... 
60. Signal 
61. Given 
62. Fury 
63. ___ Sea 

The photo and its captions that gets the most laughs or is the most  
amusing will be published in the Sept. 5 issue. 

The rules: 
 

1. Write a hilarious and entertaining caption photo 14. 
2. Caption must be military-related. 

3. Captions cannot contain offensive or derogatory comments. 
4. The winning caption will be published in Sept. 5 issue.  

5. Deadline for submissions is Wednesday at 9 a.m.  
E-mail submissions to MigAlleyFlyer@osan.af.mil.  

Answers to  
Aug. 22 puzzle 

Winning Caption: 

“Make Tech and 
you'll get an  

office … that's 
what they  
told me!” 

Submitted by  
Staff Sgt.  

Adam Antonioli  
51st MDSS  

Answers 

Puzzle created by 
Capt.  

Tony Wickman 
USAFE  

Public Affairs 

For a complete list of volunteer opportunities, visit  
http://www.osan.af.mil/library/volunteeropportunities.asp 
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